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Know the ropes so your aircraft won't be gone with the wind

By Jeff Pardo
Photography by Mike Fizer

f you've ever been a sailor, gone rock

climbing, or earned a few merit

badges, chances are you've come

across at least a few dozen kinds of
knots. Even if you haven’t done any of
those things, chances are pretty good that at
some point, you've had to fasten something
to something else. Keeping an airplane on
the ground after you've walked away from
it certainly comes to mind.

Improper tiedowns can be as potentially
damaging to your airplane as inattentive
taxiing. Unless you're into chains, or you
use self-ratcheting tiedown straps, you
ought to know a bit about knots: What kind
of lines should you use, and how should
they be tied?
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Knots can be complicated and, for
those of us who don’t have great spatial
memories, challenging. The ideal knot is
one that is easy to remember, won't
come loose, is easy to untie even after
being under a heavy load, and—perhaps
most overlooked—reduces a line’s break-
ing strength as little as possible. Every
year, pilots continue to sacrifice aircraft
to merciless storms. Although it’s good
news if nobody gets hurt, the bad news is
that this damage occurs after they’ve
landed and gone home. And much of it
can be prevented.

In many cases, the enemy is a thunder-
storm. I hasten to add that if the origin of
an ill wind was a tornado or hurricane, the
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